Live the Cool Life - Imagining a Greener Sheffield

Open Climate Change Conference, February 3rd 2007


Summary Report and Recommendations

What the conference was about

The Conference was organised by Sheffield Campaign Against Climate Change (SCACC) and a wide range of other interested people, including the Diocesan Environment Network, Friends of the Earth, and People and Planet. It was intended as a complement to the ‘Cooling the Planet’ conference that Al Gore addressed. We were able to offer free entry to the event thanks to facilities provided courtesy of St Mary’s Community Centre, and personal donations.

In December 2006 SCACC had submitted a petition of 1400 names to Sheffield City Council, asking for annual targets for carbon dioxide reduction to be implemented city-wide. Whilst individuals can take personal action to reduce their footprint from 3 to around 2 planets, they need infrastructure changes to achieve one-planet living. 

Our aim was to give the chance for Sheffield people to have their say and discover practical steps to combat climate change, to share ideas and discover together how Sheffield can be much less reliant on fossil fuels and be a happier place. 

The programme for the day included speakers from the national Campaign Against Climate Change and from Sheffield City Council, and workshops on global footprints, campaigning, the science of climate change, and visioning Sheffield as a one-planet city in 2030. After lunch, with live music, campaign stalls and children’s activities, there were workshops on 3 main aspects of Sheffield’s footprint: Transport, Energy and Food, and a children’s creative workshop, followed by a plenary session to share the ideas. (See full programme in appendix.)

The Speakers’ main points were:

Phil Thornhill, Campaign Against Climate Change – Climate Change is a global problem – the Campaign works to engage US and other nations in signing up to a fair and effective international treaty.

Councillor Mary Lea, Cabinet Member for Environment - What Sheffield is already doing - spending £50 million on council housing stock including cavity wall insulation making savings of £11 million for tenants. The Council has signed up to the Nottingham Declaration and the ambition is for Sheffield to be a carbon-neutral city.

Councillor Bernard Little – The challenge defined by climate scientists is that we need to make 90% reduction in greenhouse gases by 2030. Sheffield needs to get a reliable baseline for monitoring reductions. Four practical steps to take: Well-insulated, affordable homes, public transport we control, a stable, low-carbon local economy and to redeploy our experienced engineering workforce into renewables.

Visioning Sheffield as a one planet city

The aim for this workshop was aspirational and motivational - to build our vision of a possible Sheffield with satisfying lives for everyone within ecological limits. We led a guided visualisation enabling participants to imagine being 23 years older in a 2030 future when the TV news leads with: “Climate scientists report global emissions of greenhouse gases now so reduced that the world is on track to stop run away climate change” and the Star headline reads: “Sheffield awarded the Al Gore prize as the lead UK city for cutting carbon and enhancing lives of communities”. 

Participants collaborated around tables to share and build their vision using drawings and writing. We include here a summary of themes. To give an example of the rich pictures developed, details from one table group are given in the appendix.

What Sheffield looks like in 2030

· Wind turbines on the hills (no nimbyism allowed)

· All services in walking distance

· Free, improved public transport

· Bio-gas cars and buses and trams 

· Transport looks more like what we used to have!

· Micro-renewables on all buildings

· A community bike scheme

· Growing food among the flowers in community gardens

· Solar street lighting everywhere

· Robin Hood Airport is now a market garden

· What will technology have achieved?

Quality of life in Sheffield in 2030

· Work – shorter hours and better pay

· More status for jobs on the land

· More things get repaired

· Less consumption, and an attitude of being happy with what you have

· We entertain each other

· There are shared communal spaces on each street

· We have small local communities

· You can feed yourself in the city

· There are walking buses to school

· There is diverse dancing in the streets!

· There are healthier, thinner children (and adults!)

· Transport is your feet, not a machine

Evaluation

1. The conference was well-attended by a mixed audience of 140 people including City Councillors, officers and Sheffield First Environment Partnership members, concerned individuals and members of campaigning organisations, enabling a rich dialogue.

2. Written feedback from participants at the end of the conference about what they enjoyed included: “I learnt a lot”, “I feel inspired to do more”, “networking”, “real action getting going”, “very well-organised”, “good atmosphere”, “great event”. What could be improved? “More time to go into things deeper”.

3. The Plenary session left no doubt that every one at the conference was extremely aware and concerned about the extent of changes needed in our own lives and structurally to bring greenhouse gases down sufficiently to stop run away climate change.  Most participants made their own personal climate action plans and were keen to be part of making Sheffield a low-carbon city. Three policy recommendations were brought forward from each of the three themed workshops and participants were very keen that these go forward to decision-makers and they are kept informed of outcomes. Small groups were set up to follow up on the recommendations.

Policy recommendations for Sheffield

Energy (see full workshop report in appendix)

1.Better enforcement of building regulations 

Strict enforcement of present and future building regulations is a way of saving a lot of carbon for a small input from the council.

2. Investigate the possibility of local heat and power generation and other forms of decentralised sustainable energy generation.

Local generation has shown to be efficient in other regions, particularly in Woking.  www.greenpeace.org.uk/MultimediaFiles/Live/FullReport/7468.pdf   

3.An insulation programme for public and private housing.

Food (see full workshop report in appendix)
1.Sheffield needs to develop a local food production strategy

Currently Sheffield City Council has a green spaces strategy but lacks a food policy based on the NEED to produce local food. The food strategy could be an overall policy which

· supports existing initiatives for local growing and marketing

· identifies funding requirements

· provides for community organisations to be engaged in the delivery

· recognises therapeutic benefits of local growing. 

(See “Food Strategy for Sheffield” by Jerry Simon and Steph Howlett in appendix.) 

2. Food procurement

Sheffield needs to develop a low-carbon food procurement policy - for the City Council and advisory across the city, as part of Climate Change Action Plan.

3.Education about food

Climate Change is going to be part of National Curriculum. Ensure integration of food for a low-carbon future, theoretically and practically, e.g. as part of Eco-schools and linked into healthy eating initiatives.

Transport (see full workshop report in appendix)
1. Effective transport infrastructure

A fully-integrated, fast, high-quality public transport system across the region that supports and prioritises sustainable modes of travel such as walking and cycling.

2. Changing travel habits

Engage with people to encourage more walking and cycling through cycle training and ‘walking buses’. Use travel plans, car clubs and lift-sharing schemes to ensure that people can and do choose low-carbon travel options wherever possible.

3. Develop the city to support sustainable access

Use planning and taxation powers to avoid out-of-town developments and create a localised economy that enables sustainable access to jobs and services.

Conclusions

The conference was a successful event in its own right, and will be followed up by the organisers and participants. 140 people have been engaged and will be contacted with this report and to develop future activities. Action groups have already been set up around key policy areas, who will continue to pressurise for policy and structural changes. This report aims to inform decision makers in the City, so that the ideas generated can inform action. We would like feedback on our recommendations and are open to dialogue.

Heather Hunt and Jenny Patient 20th February 2007

Sheffield Campaign against Climate Change

Heather.Hunt@blueyonder.co.uk
Jenny.Patient@blueyonder.co.uk 
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